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Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art Appoints Effie 

Phillips-Staley as Executive Director 
 
Peekskill, NY (July 9, 2018)—Drs. Marc and Livia Straus, founders of the Hudson Valley Center for 
Contemporary Art and its Board of Directors are pleased to announce the appointment of Effie 
Phillips-Staley as the institution’s Executive Director. Phillips-Staley will oversee all aspects of the 
Center, succeeding its founding director Livia Straus, who will continue to serve as Board President.  
  
“Effie has an outstanding record of driving success in art museums through inclusive education and 
social justice programs that enrich and empower communities,” Livia Straus said. “Her expertise in 
the advancement of non-profit organizations makes her ideally suited to lead the museum as it 
embarks on its next chapter. We are confident that under her direction the museum will continue to 
expand as a leading arts institution in the Hudson Valley.”  
  
Phillips-Staley is a non-profit executive, fundraiser, and arts professional with an international 
background in community engagement, social justice, and art education for all ages and abilities. 
Prior to her appointment as Executive Director she worked for institutions including the Museum of 
Modern Art and the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York City, Dulwich Picture Gallery in 
London, U.K., Memphis Brooks Museum of Art in Tennessee, and La Raza Galería Posada in 
Sacramento, California. Phillips-Staley holds a B.A. with honors in history of art from University of 
California at Berkeley, an M.F.A. in studio art from University of California at Davis, and an M.A. in 
art education from Teachers College Columbia University.  
 
“Peekskill’s diversity, vibrance and creative energy make it the perfect place to showcase 
groundbreaking art and artists,” said Phillips-Staley. “I’m thrilled to join HVCCA and partner with its 
Board as we expand our efforts to share bold, new contemporary art with communities in the 
Hudson Valley and beyond.” 
  
Before joining the Center, Phillips-Staley served as Vice President for Strategic Advancement and 
Operations with the Hispanic Federation in New York City, a leading social justice organization 
supporting Hispanic communities. There Phillips-Staley successfully directed strategic planning and 
fundraising initiatives, including the UNIDOS fundraiser for Puerto Rico, which raised over $35 
million for hurricane relief and recovery efforts on the island.  
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About the Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art 
  
The Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art (HVCCA) opened to the public in June 2004 in 
vibrant city of Peekskill, New York. Founded by the Marc and Livia Straus Family, the 
not-for-profit arts hub is dedicated to the development and presentation of new art through 
exhibitions and programs that enrich the understanding of contemporary art, its contexts, and its 
relationships to societal issues. With a focus on education, HVCCA provides enriching 
experiences that are thought-provoking and engaging for all ages and walks of life. 
  
 


